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7. Now it was the turn of East Asia’s vast industrial potential
to be released. First Japan, then South Korea, Singapore and
Malaysia, and now China were drawn into the global economy.
By 2000, China was gaining on the United States; by 2050, it
may well displace it.

8. In the 19th century, there was nothing that the East’s
rulers, soldiers or intellectuals could do to stop geography from
changing meaning. And now, in the 21st century, there is
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